[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]                          


Dec. 16-20, 2013
Dear Parents,

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]Winter Break will begin this Friday. Remember there is NO SCHOOL on Monday the 6th. Students come back on Tuesday the 7th. 

 The Holiday party will take place on Friday from 10:20-11:30. The students have decided to have a Secret gift exchange included in the party.  The price limit for the gift is $10.00.Gifts should be to school by Tuesday.  If this causes any hardship on anyone, please let me know so that I may help out.  You can call or let me know by e-mail. It’s important to me that no child feel left out. 
There is no Spelling unit this week and no written homework because of the busy concert week.  
[image: image5.wmf]I am asking that the students work on a Fraction Packet over the break.  It is a visual packet on fractions (mostly review and not difficult) that I hope will keep fractions in mind to avoid a “vacation regression”.  The students are also required to keep up their nightly reading over the break.  
Subjects:

This week we will continue to read A Lion to Guard Us. After the break we will be studying Colonial Life.  We will be working on the reading skills of story elements, connections, summary, and main idea throughout the study. 

In Math we will begin working on fractions. We will also review area and perimeter, division, and multiplication. After the break we will continue Fractions getting into adding, subtracting like and unlike fractions and mixed numbers. We 
will also be working with decimals and percentages and double digit 
division. Finally, towards the spring, we will work on  measurement and Geometry.  In Social Studies we will 
begin to study the colonial era and will continue after the break.  The students are also be busy trying to work on their World Maps. 
[image: image6.wmf]The Concert date is Thursday, Dec. 19 at 7:00 PM at the HS Auditorium.  Students need to be there at 6:45.  If they arrive earlier than that they will need to stay with parents until 6:45 as there will be no supervision until 6:45
I hope you have a fantastic and warm holiday.  I look forward to it, but also look forward to getting back to see my wonderful class in January. 

Have a wonderful holiday,
Sandy Bradshaw  
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COMING UP
Dec. 17 -4th Grade Concert

Dec. 19- 5th Grade concert

Dec. 20- Holiday party

Dec.21-Jan. 6 Winter Break
Jan 6 –NO SCHOOL Teacher in service

Feb. 14- Valentine’s Party 

Feb 20 – Trimester end

Feb. 21- No school Teacher in-service

Feb. 26,27, 28- PT Conf.

[image: image8.wmf]March 15-23 – Spring Break 

Apr. 1, 3, 8- SBA tests

May 28 – Last day 
Sandy Bradshaw 
966-1222

bradshaw@sitkaschools.org
Don’t forget the newsletter and homework list is also posted on the class website.
http://mrsbradshaw.weebly.com/
[image: image9.wmf]Have you learned Fractions yet?  If you haven’t, you probably will soon. On the 12th of December I learned about Fractions with a Hershey Bar.  Yummy!! We learned that 12/12 = 1 whole candy bar. 6/12 = on half of a candy bar and we worked on more fractions with the Hershey Bar.  We even learned that 13/12 = 1 and 1/12 (one candy bar and one extra segment of another candy bar) Last year we did fractions with tiles and egg cartons which is not as yummy. Fractions are more fun when you learn with a Hershey Bar and then think about it.  

Kaylyn Reines 
[image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]Have you ever been in a concert?  Well, I have and you probably have at least once.  Our Music teacher, Mrs Brandt-Ferguson, and the rest of the 5th grade will be singing for people on Thursday, the 19th of December.  Band people are also going to perform.  I’m playing the flute.  I hope you can come and see our concert.  Marianna Rivera
[image: image12.wmf]Come on, tell me!  Our Winter Break party is coming up soon.  Kaylyn, Hannah, Ashlee, Hunter, Ethan, Hayden, and I are planning an excellent party.  There will be games, food and a gift exchange.  It sounds fund doesn’t it?  I hope you enjoy it.  See you there!  Zia Allen
In Science this week, with Mrs. Fontaine, we made water ways with sand, a ruler, our notebooks (as always), a try, and plastic Tupperware.  We got and flattened out sand in one corner that made a plateau.  Then we put the ruler on the rim of the tray and put water on the far side of the sand.  We studied about rivers and floods.  It was really fun!  Grace Harang
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“Home run!” All the boys playing kickball watched as the boar soared and bounced off the back wall.  The whole class was in the gym, enjoying our reward of thirty minutes of extra gym time!  Some of the boys played kickball while the rest of the class got supplies from the closet.  We had a ton of fun until we had to leave.  I really hope we get to have another reward day like it this year. 
 Nicholas Oliphant
[image: image14.wmf]This week my class worked on copper tooling again.  

At the beginning of the week we put some weird chemical stuff on it. (sulfur) It stared out yellow, then it changed to black.  Next we shined it with steel wool. Then we painted an inch of black around the picture.  After that, we got a sponge brush and painted the rest of the copper background.  Finally we went over it again to cover any copper showing. 

(The last step will be the frames and the hangers.  Then we are done. )  Hayden Mudry-Howard 
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This week in class we chose to have a gift exchange for our Holiday Party.  We put our names on an index card and wrote down three ideas or more of what someone could buy.  Then we got two baskets, one for the girls and one for the boys.  All of the girls put their names in the basket, and the boys put their names in the other basket. Then we drew out a name. I’m really happy with the name that I am buying for.  I hope everyone else is happy with who they got.  

Hannah Mosher

