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This class has been so enjoyable.  They are attentive listeners, and enthusiastic and interested learners.   I have been impressed with how well this group works together cooperatively in a teamwork situation with each willing to take part and be supportive of the other members. They are consistently respectful and caring. Since students generally reflect the values and attitudes of their parents, I thank you and compliment you.
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Survival

We built our Survival shelters last Wednesday.  The students had a great time learning to build shelters. We will continue to talk about Survival as we continue to read the book Hatchet by Gary Paulsen in class.  We would like to thank our brave chaperones that helped out. Thank you so much.  
[image: image4.wmf]Our last survival lesson will take place on Tuesday.  The students will learn about signals. 

In the spring the 5th grade will go the Blatchley for water survival lessons.   
Subjects
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]In Reading this week we will continue to read the book Hatchet by Gary Paulsen. This first book we are reading is a whole class read. As the year goes on we will do more grouping for the various books we read. Grouping will be  based on interest, ability and work ethic.   In Writing/Language we have been working on writing a Bio Poem. We will also be working on paragraphs and sentence construction. 
In Math we will continue to study basic computation, graphing and place value.  We have also been reviewing addition and subtraction with regrouping.  Students often forget this process over the summer, so we will spend some time reviewing this. Last week the students designed surveys and this week they will graph and analyze the results.  In Social Studies we will be studying United States Geography and European Exploration. . 
HOMEWORK
The students did pretty well on getting their homework in for the first week.  Please remember the nightly reading is also part of the required homework. The Reading log must be filled and completed in order to view the movie based on a book at month’s end. 
I expect homework to be turned in daily, not at the end of the week.  Homework is part of the grade earned on the report card.  
Spanish

We are fortunate this year to be able to take Spanish classes given by the 4th year Spanish students from the high school.  Classes will be every other week through December.  This program is a great way for the students to learn some basics of another language and perhaps pique their interest in pursuing another language when they get to high school.
Continued on back……

COMING UP
[image: image7.wmf]Oct. 31- (Thurs) Halloween

Nov. 1– Trimester End

     Teacher Inservice      
               (No School)

Nov. 7-8 Parent Teacher



   Conferences 

                    (No School)                     

Nov. 28-29 Thanksgiving 



   Break

 Dec.21-Jan. 6 Winter Break                     

  Have a great week, 
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Sandy Bradshaw

966-1222

bradshaw@sitkaschools.org
Don’t forget the newsletter and homework list is also posted on the class website
http://mrsbradshaw.weebly.com/
Student Paragraphs
Each week I will choose a few of the student paragraphs that they write on Thursday night to put into the weekly newsletter. I will make sure that each student has a writing included at some point throughout the year. My choice of writings is based on several factors which include quality of writing, or whether the student has had a letter included at some time, or subject matter (I try to include various topics).  I use the student’s words; however I do edit them for punctuation, spelling and clarity. As the students learn more about writing as the year progresses, hopefully you will see the writing improving. 

This week we wrote poems about ourselves.  We wrote stuff like what we like to do or what describes us.  We are on our rough drafts right now, but some of us are not.  I like doing this because I like to write.  Hunter Littlefield
This week we went on a field trip in the Benchlands.  The goal of the field trip was to learn to build survival shelters.  The people in my team were Landon, Ashlee, Makai, and me. Each group could only use supplies from a small area in only one hour.  Now we know what to do is we get stranded in the wilderness.   Nicholas Oliphant
This week we went up to the Benchlands. When we were there we built survival shelters.  I learned that your shelter has to be small because your body heat is the only thing that is heating it up.  It was fun.  I hope we get to do something like that again.  
Landon McGraw
This week we reading a book called Hatchet.  It’s actually really interesting.  This boy, Brian, is in a plane with a pilot who just had a heart attack.  I think that is really interesting.  Hannah Mosher
Is SSR (sustained silent reading) just for fun?  We don’t do SSR just for fun because we are also practicing our reading.  When we are done we always love to summarize it, (in the Reading Journals) so Mrs. Bradshaw knows what we are reading about. (The students also write down thoughts about what was read and answer a question about the reading.) So, we don’t just do it for fun, we do it to learn too. Adrian Aviles
