                         
               

Sept. 3-6, 2013 
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Our first three days of school were terrific.  The students were a delightfully courteous and hard working group. They seem like such a great class, and I look forward to a fantastic year with them.  

Please know that I write weekly letters that you will receive each Monday, or the first day of the school week.   I am very consistent in sending these letters home to let you know what is going on in the classroom.  Please look for the letter and ask your child for it on Mondays. It will be information on what is going on in the classroom. 
I am always available after school. If you ever have any concerns, please feel free to call and make an appointment so that we can discuss them. 
School Pictures will be taken next Friday Sept. 13. I will send home picture envelopes next Monday. The students need to select their picture package and bring the envelope and money with them when they get their picture taken.  
Coming Up:

[image: image2.wmf]This month we are studying a unit on Survival, which is a vital series of lifesaving lessons put on by AMSEA and the school district. 

On Tuesday of this week at 10:50-12:00, the students will have their first lesson on survival.  They will learn about the 7 steps of survival and the students will assemble a small survival kit.  
On Thursday at 8:15-9:25, in the boardroom across from the Superintendent’s office we will have a presentation on how to build a survival shelter in the woods.  
On Wednesday of next week (Sept. 12, at 12:30-2:15), the class will actually go into the woods and apply their shelter building lessons constructing a waterproof shelter.  We will take a bus to the Benchlands Trail where we will divide into groups to build our shelters. 
We need to have parent chaperones accompany us on our shelter building field trip on Sept. 11.  If you could chaperone on this trek into the woods, please return the attached form as soon as possible.
 Lastly on Tuesday, Sept. 17 8:15 to 9:00 we will learn about signals to send in emergency situations.  
Subjects:

I will be assessing the students this week in Reading, Math, and Spelling to determine incoming levels. 

In Reading we will begin reading a novel about survival. It is about a boy whose plane crashes in the woods of northern Canada, entitled Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen.  

In Math we are studying Numeration and Graphing and reviewing Multiplication facts and process. We will also be reviewing basic computation skills this month. 
In Social Studies we are studying U.S. Geography. We will also be studying Explorers to the “New World”.  

In Language we will be studying subjects and predicates and subject –verb agreement. 
 In Writing, we will write a Bio-poem and draw a self portrait. We will also be working in our reading and writing journals.    
Parent Reminders:

[image: image3.wmf]Please make after school arrangements with your child before school. Most of the time I do not get a chance to check messages until after school, and having your child call every day after school to see where they are to go ties up lines, makes busses late, impedes dismissal, and  interrupts class time. Students should have a consistent plan that they can carry out responsibly after school time.  I do understand that there are emergencies that pop up, but they should not have daily uncertainty facing them at day’s end.
Reminder:  
[image: image4.wmf]Although I am aware that sometimes planned absences are a necessity, I would like to remind you to please make sure your child has consistent attendance and gets to school on time.  As a teacher I try to use every minute in my classroom for teaching time

Your child misses a great deal when they are absent or late.  When they return they feel behind and sometimes overwhelmed with all that has been learned and gone on in their absence.  It is amazing how much new material is presented every day. Thank you for helping to keep your child’s education and attendance a priority. 
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Homework:
Reading Logs will begin this week and the monthly LOG is attached. The students are expected to read 20 minutes per night, 5 nights a week.  
I will not begin written homework until next week.  At that time nightly homework will be expected to be completed and turned in daily.   Written homework should not take more than 30-40 minutes if the student attends to task.  It is usually a review of what we have been working on in class, reinforcing the skill. I usually have more challenging pages included for those students who want to challenge themselves and earn extra points and star tickets. They are optional and not required.   
Have a great week, 

Sandy Bradshaw

bradshaw@sitkaschools.org 
966-1222
Class website:

http://mrsbradshaw.weebly.com
I would like to chaperone the shelter building experience on Wednesday, Sept. 11, from 12:30-2:15.





I understand that we will be hiking into the woods with a group of children.  I further understand that it will be my responsibility to aid the teacher in monitoring a group of children for behavioral and safety concerns.  





Signed_______________________________________________


Parent of_____________________________________________





Parents, please be advised to dress for the weather and outdoor conditions.








